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W. Barnett Owen Society 
honors members

Kosair Charities is able to assist the medical needs of children through the 
generosity of its donors, some of which have named Kosair Charities in their wills or 
other estate plan. Although there are many ways to contribute to Kosair Charities, 
donors who have designated the charity as a bene�ciary in their will are invited to 
participate in an honored group of Kosair Charities, the W. Barnett Owen Society. 

�The W. Barnett Owen Society is a special designation for those who share Dr. 
Owen�s legacy of helping children with medical attention and services,� said Kosair 
Charities� Vice President of Development Chandler Blewett. �Their commitment will 
provide Kosair Charities� care and services for children well into the future.� 

To raise awareness about the Society and this special option for giving, Kosair 
will host a luncheon September 5 to honor current members and provide more 
information about the W. Barnett Owen Society to guests. 

The Society provides members an opportunity to fuel their compassion for 
children. However, Kosair Charities often only discovers a donor�s commitment 
after they have passed. Blewett said, �It is our hope to identify those who have 
made Kosair Charities a bene�ciary so that we can provide proper gratitude 
and honor them with additional information about the charity they�ve decided 
to support.�
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W. Barnett Owen Society Luncheon
Donors who have named Kosair Charities as a bene�ciary are invited to attend and bring a guest.

September 5, 2008

Chandler Blewett or Eric Churchill

cblewett@kosair.org or echurchill@kosair.org

Donors also are asked to contact Kosair Charities if they cannot attend the event 
but have designated the charity in their will.

Continued on page 6

Kosair Charities’ award-winning 
newsletter Kite Tales is now available 

by e-mail. To receive electronic 
issues of the newsletter, visit www.
kosair.org and enter your e-mail 

address.

GEt KItE TaLEs 
DELIVERED tO 
YOuR InBOX

Kosair Kid Pamela on a rare day 
without her braces.

For several years, Kosair Charities 
has sought to capture the unique 
stories and experiences of former 
Kosair Charities Crippled Children�s 
Hospital patients and Kosair Kids 
who�ve received �nancial or medical 
assistance. As the stories and photos 
have been submitted and archived, 
many have been placed on display 
at the Kosair Charities Centre in 
Louisville.
 
Now, those stories will be shared with 
Kite Tales readers. As a community 
charity for more than 85 years, Kosair 
Charities will honor former patients 
and assistance recipients in a regular 
Kite Tales feature article called Living 
Legacy. Read our �rst Living Legacy 

Living Legacy
PAMELA HAMILTON-LUCKY

Fall of 1961
Age 4 1/2
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Every expectant parent looks forward to the day their new baby will 
enter the world. They research the topic, take the classes, and plan 
for every scenario�except this one. Shaun Workman�s daughter 

into labor one evening while working the afternoon shift at the 
local hospital, Shaun was airlifted to Norton Hospital from her 
hometown of Murray, Kentucky. It was there a doctor on staff 
realized he was unable to stop her labor.

Fortunately doctors at Norton Hospital were able to hold off Whitney�s 

months before her due date, she entered the world weighing just one 

ahead were long ones as the family struggled with not being able to hold their baby close and dealing with the emotional roller 
coaster of whether or not her health would improve enough for doctors to allow her to come home.

�We talked to her through the incubator,� Shaun said. �It was hard, but it made all the difference knowing Whitney was under 
such wonderful care.�

With their life, family and jobs back in Murray, the situation could have been a struggle for the family had it not been for Kosair 
Charities. Kosair Charities funds the Ronald McDonald House where people like Shaun can stay close by while their baby is 
receiving the care it needs. Whitney�s father, Greg was able to return to work, but he and other family members always had a 
place to stay when they came to visit each weekend.

Whitney was �nally able to go home just two days before Thanksgiving. Whitney weighed �ve pounds.

gearing up for middle school cheerleading in the fall.

�Kosair was great,� said Shaun. �I�ll never forget the 
people, the experience or the organization. So many 
miracles happen because of them. I thank God every 
day for guiding the staff and the wonderful people 
there�

Through the generous contributions of donors, Kosair 
Charities is continually able to fund Norton�s Kosair   
Children�s Hospital, the Ronald McDonald House and 
other programs that meet the needs of children like 
Whitney and her family.

Meet Kosair Kid
WhITNEY WORKMAN

Kosair  KidKosair  Kid

Whitney at one-week-old, weighing just over a pound



�What we do for ourselves dies with us. What we do for others lives on and is 
immortal.� That�s Ada Lee Kane�s twist on an Albert Pine quote and her inspiration 
for becoming a donor to Kosair Charities and a member of the W. Barnett Owen 
Society.

Ada Lee, a former BellSouth employee, was a regular donor to Kosair Charities who 
took advantage of her company�s matching gift program. However, it wasn�t until 

learned about naming Kosair Charities as a bene�ciary of her estate.

Kosair Charities accepts gifts through trusts, wills and other forms of estate plans. 
Unless otherwise directed by the donor, these gifts are placed into Kosair Charities� 
Endowment. Once in the endowment, only the gift�s earnings are spent, helping 
generations and generations of kids. 

�I volunteered for the Kosair Charities summer picnic for several years to help 
raise money, but when I learned about how much of a donor�s money actually 

supported programs and medical expenses, I had to 
up my commitment as a donor and include them in my 
will,� recalled Ada Lee. Kosair Charities honors donors 

raised to services and programs. It has one of the lowest 
percentages of overhead cost among charities.

Ada Lee also knows how to make her donation a gifts for 
many people at once and she delivers the surprise to their 
doorstep. During busier holidays such as Mother�s Day 
and Valentine�s Day, Ada Lee works at Louisville Florist, 
Nanz and Kraft, delivering �oral bouquets. The money she 

receives goes to Kosair Charities making the gifts she delivers pay off for Kosair 
Kids.

�Even the most modest level of giving makes a great impact on the lives of Kosair 
Kids,� explained Kosair Charities� Vice President of Development Chandler Blewett. 
�The interest we receive from our growing endowment is what allows us to provide 
millions of dollars each year to children in Kentucky and Southern Indiana with 
medical needs and expenses. But, that endowment can only grow with the help of 
our donors like Ada Lee.� 

As a member of the W. Barnett Owen Society, Ada Lee has the opportunity to fuel her 
compassion for children. She also receives recognition including a commemorative 
pin designating her as a Society member, along with special invitations to Kosair 
Charities events.  

Those who know Ada Lee recognize her commitment to Kosair Kids as a longtime 

children of the Louisville Deaf Oral School, a program she expanded to include blind 
children as well. Program successes have been as simple as teaching a child with 
cerebral palsy to do a bunny hop.

Ada Lee�s acts of service continue in her commitment as a Kosair Charities 
contributor and Society member. �Noting Kosair Charities was one of the easiest 
and most valuable things I�ve done. I have a peace and comfort in knowing that I�m 
not only making a difference now, but my participation in Kosair Charities and the 
W. Barnett Owen Society will continue on,� said Ada Lee.

Honoring Ada Lee Kane
W. BARNETT OwEN SOCIETY MEMbER

If you would like to receive more information about naming Kosair Charities 
in your will, or if you have already done so, please call Kosair Charities� 
Vice Presidents of Development Chandler Blewett or Eric Churchill at (502) 

Kosair helps, but YOU make it happen!

Ada Lee Kane and Shrine members attend a Kosair Charities Grants Night event.

Today’s Donor

Ada Lee Kane

Today’s Donor



New construction, new signage and a new group of residents show exciting things 

girls who have been abused or neglected, hope is on the horizon thanks to Kosair 
Charities� support of Brooklawn�s initiative to begin Kentucky�s �rst psychiatric 
residential treatment facility for girls.

receive comprehensive care, treatment and education in an environment tailored 
to each boy�s individual needs. 

�We�ve offered quality care and shared great success through our programs to 
help young men. Now, Kosair Charities is helping us provide those same services 
to young women,� said Brooklawn Vice President of Development Mike Schultz.

The campus will also include an elementary school, playground and splash park 
thanks to support from other organizations.

�Brick by brick and dollar after dollar, the community has followed Kosair Charities� 

Hope Capital Campaign,� said Schultz.

In June 2006, Kosair Charities made an unprecedented gift of $2 million to support 
programs at Brooklawn while challenging Kentucky legislators to match their gift 

state budget.

�Elected of�cials answered the call,� said Schultz, �Kosair Charities showed that 
the community supported these programs that enrich the lives of children and   
the state answered the challenge.�

�Our mission to help children needing medical care, whether physical, emotional 
or mental is extended through our partnership with Brooklawn,� said Kosair 
Charities President Randy Coe. �Our longstanding commitment to their wonderful 
work re�ects our passion to serve children and provide them the best programming 
that will make the greatest impact in their lives.�

Brooklawn Child and Family Services will display some of the rarest and most 
elegant cars in the world. The concours cars, considered pristine examples of 
rolling art, will compete for awards during a two-day fundraiser for Brooklawn.

October 4-5
Historic Churchill Downs, Louisville
www.concourslouisville.com

THE EVENt INCLUdES:
2008 Marque Ferrari on display - Pre-Show reception at Churchill Down’s Paddock
Pre-Show dinner in Millionaire’s Row - Champagne Celebration announcing winners

Live and silent auctions

For more information visit www.concourslouisville.com or call (502) 212-8373.

Having the ability to use our senses 
is something most people take for 
granted on a daily basis, but that 
can�t be said of the children at 
Churchill Park School, a Jefferson 
County school devoted entirely 
to helping children with special 
needs. Churchill Park focuses on 
the academic needs of students 

sensory playground designed to minister to special needs students at the school. 

with things like vibrating wedges, light sensory panels, drums, and other textured 

experience, teachers can observe how students respond to certain activities and apply 
those same things toward learning in the classroom.�

The new playground, which opened in April, features the same types of sensory activi
ties as the room, only on a larger scale. While physical and occupational therapists 
may use the playground from time to time, it was purely intended for fun, according 
to Portman. This playground is designed to be an outlet for the children to explore in 
ways that are usually unavailable to them.

�We are forever indebted to Kosair Charities for helping us improve our school and 
the services we can offer the children,� said Portman. 

Churchill Park gets students 
in touch with their senses

Sensory playground at Churchill Park is complete.

Kosair Community PartnersKosair Community Partners

Brooklawn begins þrst 
treatment center for girls




